Andie Kantor

Reference Lesson


Description of Lesson 
This lesson bridges the narrative and expository units.  Students will learn basic research skills as they create a booklet.  They read Seedfolks for the narrative unit and will be researching plants native to California for their book.


Grade/Time Frame 
This assignment is for sixth grade, and will take approximately 1 week to teach.  Students will have the following three weeks of winter vacation to complete the project.  When they come back, each student will present their booklet and the plants they researched.


Information Literacy Models 
We used the Big 6 information literacy model.  It is accepted at our school, and we want to make the introduction to the expository unit as clean and accessible for the students as possible, so that their focus is on the learning and not on a new mode of activity.  They are already engaging in so many things in this lesson that to add any more would just make the lesson convoluted: they are learning how to use the graphic organizers, learning how to use the index cards, learning how those both fit together, learning the new information about their plant, and learning how to put it all together and to create a booklet with a works cited page.

We used Loertscher’s Quest Model, where we decided upon an engaging mission (find native plants), assigned roles (everyone researched a separate plant), researched their plants, answered the problem (created the booklet), and debrief (booklet presentation) because we wanted to really connect their reading from the previous study of narrative to the next study of expository.  In Seedfolks, which is the book they read, a community garden was created.  We wanted to make that curriculum relevant for them, as well as make it real.  By giving each student in a class their own plants to research, responsibility and independence is built, as well as a deeper understanding of the narrative they read.    

Content Standards 
W2.3 b.  Support the main idea of ideas with facts, details, examples, and explanations from multiple authoritative sources.

W2.3c.  Include a bibliography


Process 
Day 1 (30 minutes)

1. Overview:

Hand out assignment: Instructional Guide and Checklist/Criteria/Rubric.  Go over assignment.  Show example of book on document reader, page by page, connecting to rubric.

2. Book Source

Explain difference between expository and narrative writing.  Talk about reasons to cite sources.  Show Book Source.  Explain Source Code, Call Number, etc.  Show index cards.  Create model index card with class as they create their own, using document reader.

Day 2  (90 minutes)

1. Review Book Source and index cards.

2. Explain that students need at least one print source and one digital source.  Hand out pathfinder.  Discuss pathfinder and demonstrate the Virtual Reference Desk.

3. Introduce live herbs.  Pass around for students to smell and touch and taste.  Give a short presentation on each one.  (cherry tomato, white sage, rosemary, strawberry leaves, thyme, oregano, lemon verbena, lemon tree, tarragon)

4. Divide students into two groups: digital and print.  TL goes with the digital group and CT goes with the print.  Students begin their research with either print (books, encyclopedias) or online (Virtual Reference Desk).  After a period of time, switch stations.

Day 3 and Day 4 (40 minutes each)

1. Review Book Source and index cards, project

2. Pass out booklets for students to fill in.  Review example on document reader.

3. Divide students into two groups: digital and print.  TL goes with the digital group and CT goes with the print.  Students begin their research with either print (books, encyclopedias) or online (Virtual Reference Desk).  After a period of time, switch stations.

4. Create a third group: workshop.  If students finish their research they can begin their book.

This assignment will take place December 13 – December 17.  Students will create a book over their winter holiday using the research they did in the library.  Once back, they will present their information and display their booklets them in the library to important guests (the class, administrators, teachers, parents).  Booklets will then be kept in the library on display.

Assessment

Checklist/Criteria/Rubric

	Pg. # Chapter Heading
	
	Yes
	Pts.

	(Book Cover)
	Does my book cover have a title?  Does my book cover include the author and illustrator’s name?
	
	2 pts.

	Pg. A 

(Title Page)
	Does my title page have a title?  Does my title page include the author and illustrator’s name?  Does my title page list the class period?  Does my title page list the copyright date?  Does my title page list the publishing company?
	
	3 pts.

	Pg. B

Table of Contents
	Does my table of contents list the chapter headings?  Are the chapter headings aligned to the page numbers?
	
	3 pts.

	Pg. 2

Seedfolks
	Do I answer the following question on pg. 2 of my book?  What does the word Seedfolks mean to you?
	
	2 pts.

	Pg. 4

Plant #1 Name
	Do I include information about the region in which my plant lives?  Do I describe my plant in terms of color, texture, size, etc .?  Do I include information about the uses of my plant?  Do I include an interesting fact about my plant?
	
	8 pts.

	Pg. 3
	Do I include a hand drawn picture of my plant on the corresponding page of my plant?
	
	2 pts.

	Pg. 6

Plant #2

Name
	Do I include information about the region in which my plant lives?  Do I describe my plant in terms of color, texture, size, etc .?  Do I include information about the uses of my plant?  Do I include an interesting fact about my plant?
	
	8 pts.

	Pg. 5
	Do I include a hand drawn picture of my plant on the corresponding page of my plant?
	
	2 pts.

	Pg. 8

Gardening Essentials
	Do I list three (3) gardening tools that are essential to growing plants in a garden?  Do I state what these tools do?
	
	6 pts.

	Pg. 7
	Do I include a hand drawn picture of the three (3) essential gardening tools?
	
	3 pts.

	Pg. 10

Gardening Narrative
	Do I answer the following question as a short narrative on pg. 10 of my book?  If you had your very own garden, what would you plant and why? 
	
	2 pts.

	Pg. 12

Recipe
	Do I include the ingredients needed to make my recipe?  Do I include step by step instructions for making the recipe?  (The first plant you researched must be an ingredient in your recipe)
	
	4 pts.

	Pg. 14

Bibliography
	Is my works cited page alphabetized according to the first word?  Does my works cited page include both book sources and internet sources?
	
	5 pts.

	
	
	
	Total

50 pts.



Accommodations for Special Populations

· Each teacher will be working with half of the class, which decreases the student : teacher ratio.  

· In both of the CT’s classes there are adults who work with the special needs students, and they will help support all students in the class.

· Handouts

· Graphic Organizers

· Students work in pairs to do their research

· Repetition of assignment

Instructional Guide 

#1 Instructions for Assignment

Expository Unit

Research and Writing

California Plants

The community garden in the novel Seedfolks set in Cleveland, Ohio brought a diverse group of people together.  Gardening, although secondary to the character transformations is still an essential part of the story.

You will be researching indigenous California plants and create a book of your own.

Your book must include a…

· Cover
· Title Page (pg. A)

· Table of Contents (pg. B)

· Research/Book (pg. 1 – 12)

-Informational writing

· Bibliography

-works cited page

Your book must be neat, organized and include some color!!
Choose one plant used for cooking and another plant used for some other purpose to research.  You are not limited to the plants on this list.  You may select other plants to research. 
	Plants

Purpose: Cooking
	Plants

Purpose: Other

	Basil; Ocimum basilicum
	Alum Root; Heuchera species

	Beets; Beta vulgaris
	Catnip; Nepeta cataria

	Blackberry; Rubus
	Dandelion; Taraxacum officinale

	Chard; Beta vulgaris
	Dill; Anethum graveolens

	Chia; Kochia scoparia
	Garlic; Allium sativum

	Holly-leaf Cherry; Prunus ilicifolia
	Ginger; Zingiberis rhizoma

	Lavendar; Lavandula angustifolia
	Lilac; Ceanothus Species

	Mint; Mentha requienii.
	Meadowsweet; Filipendula ulmaria

	Oregano; Origanum vulgare
	Mullein; Verbascum thapsus

	Rosemary; Rosemaryinus officinalis
	Passion-flower; Passiflora

	Strawberry; Fragaria
	Pokeweed; phytolacca

	Thyme; Thymus vulgaris
	Sage; Salvia officinales

	Wild Rose; Acicularis
	Sagebrush; Artemesia

	  
	Sweet Sagewort; Artemisia annua

	
	Yarrow; Archillea millefolium


#2  Book Source
Book Source



Name:










      Teacher:



Per.
Source Code__________

Call Number______________________________ (book’s address)

Author (Last, First)________________________________________________________________________________________________ (period).

Title (Underlined)_________________________________________________________________________________________________ (period).

Place of Publication (city)______________________________ (colon):  Publisher_____________________________________________ (comma),

Copyright Date__________________________(period).

Alphabetical Order # ______________

Book Example

Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  New York:  The Modern Language Association of   

     America, 1995.

Encyclopedia Example

Sarnes, Isaac.  “Camels”.  The World Book Encyclopedias.  1996.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source Code__________

Call Number______________________________ (book’s address)

Author (Last, First)________________________________________________________________________________________________ (period).

Title (Underlined)_________________________________________________________________________________________________ (period).

Place of Publication (city)______________________________ (colon):  Publisher_____________________________________________ (comma),

Copyright Date__________________________(period).

Alphabetical Order # ______________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source Code__________

Call Number______________________________ (book’s address)

Author (Last, First)________________________________________________________________________________________________ (period).

Title (Underlined)_________________________________________________________________________________________________ (period).

Place of Publication (city)______________________________ (colon):  Publisher_____________________________________________ (comma),

Copyright Date__________________________(period).

Alphabetical Order # ______________

Source Code__________

Call Number______________________________ (book’s address)

Author (Last, First)________________________________________________________________________________________________ (period).

Title (Underlined)_________________________________________________________________________________________________ (period).

Place of Publication (city)______________________________ (colon):  Publisher_____________________________________________ (comma),

Copyright Date__________________________(period).

Alphabetical Order # ______________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source Code__________

Call Number______________________________ (book’s address)

Author (Last, First)________________________________________________________________________________________________ (period).

Title (Underlined)_________________________________________________________________________________________________ (period).

Place of Publication (city)______________________________ (colon):  Publisher_____________________________________________ (comma),

Copyright Date__________________________(period).

Alphabetical Order # ______________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Internet Website Source
Source Code_______________

Author if available (Last, First)_______________________________________________________________________________________(period).

Title of Document if available (“in quotation marks”)______________________________________________________________________(period).

Date Accessed (day month year)_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Website Address (<in angle brackets>)________________________________________________________________________________________

Internet Website Example

Crown, Patricia.  “The Thirteen Colonies.”  7 September 2008  

     <http://www.rutgers.edu/his>

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source Code_______________

Author if available (Last, First)_______________________________________________________________________________________(period).

Title of Document if available (“in quotation marks”)______________________________________________________________________(period).

Date Accessed (day month year)_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Website Address (<in angle brackets>)________________________________________________________________________________________


Pathfinder 
Native California Plants Pathfinder

Go to Webster’s website at www.webstermiddle.org

Click Library Media Center from the Quick Links.

Click Virtual Reference Desk

Scroll down to California Plants

Use one of the options there.

You can also use an online encyclopedia:

Scroll down on the Virtual Reference Page to Encyclopedias.

Choose one.

To find recipes, scroll down to Recipes.

***Do NOT use Wikipedia, Google, or any other search engine for this project.

